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10 the Right 9 the Lord Chief {Baron Ward, © 
and Mr. Juſtice Blencowe, Het Maje Wark es in the * * 
- Oxford Circuit: And to the Nu rip Mr Ed * if 
2 Mureupp, Knight. 5 


Francis Cler ke, Eſq. Simon le TH William Hinder, bi 
. Eſq. Charles Holt, Kſq. Leonard Trotman, Eſq. William Newell, Elqg, |: 
Henry Peacocke, Eſq. Wi William Aſtrey, Gent. as Greenwood, Gent. ö 
Nitholas Marſhall, Gent. Richard Hacker, Gent. Lawrence Lord, Jun, 
Geat. Martin May, Gent. ohn Fitzherbert, Gent, William Bull, Gent. 
L n Gent. W! Hhlby, Gent. John Ring Gent. Als- 
Hawkins, Gent. Richwnd Wmlow, Gent. 77. 658 ha Jaſepb 
Sauler, Gent. Jahn Godwin Bent. Thoma, Gregory, Gent. 5 8 
Gentlemen of the "GRANDJURY. 


| S Nur Commands Alone con'd Induce Me to Publiſh this Diſcourſe, © % 
A fo Nothing but Your Juſt Teal for the Church and Univerſities, _. 
; "which I have Endeavour'd Here in ſome meaſure to Vindicateycoud A” 
"have Prevail d with You to lay This Injunction upon Me. And indeed irt 
ts no Small Glory and Support to Both, ken Men of Such Characters and | 
Fortunes, h ſo Signally Eſponſe Their Cauſe, as ſhal give Life and Cre- © 
dit te Religion and kearning, and make Them Once * W Con- 
Pieuous by ſuch s Noble Recommendation. 
The Influence of Such Examples cannot be Gonfin'd tv One Angle County, 
whilf the Gentry of the Whole Nation muſt ſee Their Own latereſt In- 
<volv'd in That of the Clergy; and that whatſoever Strikes at the Church, 
muſt Secretly Underinine the State, The Generous Concern Mu have Shewn 
For This Ancient Sear of Literature, © as wel the Beſt Demonſtration of 
the True Love Y Bearfor Your Country, ae Mur Pious Gratitude 70 
This Ne er Tour Education is, Ther Sound Faith, into 
Which you wire Baptizd. 
Sach Open und Ingenuons Mſertions of the Godd Old "Principles: of the 
Church of Englaud, 4 e 10 leſi 6 Monument of mar Honor, ' Who in . 
This Trimming Age Dare Boldly Defend Its Primitive Truth, thun of the | * . 
-  Lafting. and. Indelible Repraach of Theſe Temporiziog : Hypocrites, o 
tan Have the Confidence both to Flatter and Betray It, and under the Pre- ＋ 
tence TEN les Intereſt, give * to abs Iaſatiable Malice and . AF 
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1 . „ In! N | 1 TIMOTHY. V. 31. bat earn 
1 bas I Charge Thee before God, and the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and the 

let Angels, that Thou Obſerve theſe Things, wit hout Pre- 
| _ Ferring One before: Auucber, Doing nothing od Pertialey. 
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the due Execution, and regular Adminiſttation oß Juſtice, which 
is the Grand End and Defign: of Both: So thete s Nothing that 
dee effectually Overturn Its Foundation; Counter mine and Defeat 
Illes good intention? and utterly Diſappoint and Evacuare- Ius Force and 
#Þ Power, than a Perſonal Pre ace, or a Blind; Mercenary, and Baſe Par- 
' riality, A Vice, which:rh@Holy-Ghoſt thought nothing leſs. could Guard 
ga gaigſt, than the ſolemn Adjuration of the Text, Pronounc d like a Dread · 
fal Auat hema, and Commination of Divine Vengeance upon the Guilty 
. Offender ! When therefore the Great Apoſtle of the Gent les had Cont. 
tuted Timothy Biſhop of Epheſus, and had Ordain d him as twere the Pri- 
mate and Metropolitan of As; having plaec d ſo large à Part of the 
World under his immediate Care and Dominion, ke ſends him this Epiſtle, 
es the High Commiſſn he was Impower'd. to Act upon, full of Injunddi- 
= for his Sacred Office: and Autherity, and Rules for his Conduct and 
Behaviour in this his Yice-Gerexcy under Chrif:; And that be might keep 
up to the Dignity of his Character, and Diſcharge his High Truſt and Cal- 
ling, vith equal Faithfuloeſs and Integriry ; che Apolile Foreſecing what 
Difficulties be might Encounter in his Duty, and how Obnoxious they 
might — 2 to all the Inſirmities and Iuclingtions of Humane Nature, 
| IS he might be neither Qyer-rul'd by ;Biafs'd by Intereſt, or Yer; 
yerted by Prejudice, Charges and; Conjures him by All Sup is Holy, that 
he ſhould Anſwer ic at the Great judgment of the Laſt Day, iamhac 
remendous Court . Judicat ure, where, the Secrets of All Hearts ſhall 
be Reveal'd, that ag be Rever d the Sentence of God, and the Lord Jeſuy - 
Chriſt, in the Preſence of the Elect Angels, He. wauld Obſerve theſe I. __ | 
wit bout Preferring One before Another, Doing nothing by Partiality. , 
No tho' this may be thought to be Directed to Him onely, as 2 Si- 
5 285 Judge, with Regard meerly to His E 8 Juriſdictian, the Py A 
Ordination, Cenſure, and Abſolution, te Oeconomy and Diſeiplige of 
Church, yet as tis à Precept reſulting from the Primary Nature, an 
Oris in ot Equity; or being rather Its ver as Notion, and the ſale- Redo 
of ies Adminiſtration, It may be Extended to, 40 l ere 3 "Lo 
of equal Uſe and Obligation in, * e Qa ei relating to © 8 
Palitich, as well as Eccleſiaſtical. 2 EE cis not eaſy.rg Deter N 


8/5. Whether Gapernmens,. or A ſufler'd more from 898 Es 
Af Partiabiyco.which they, vill for 8 eh jrreconcieahle Rhemics, e 
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Church with Bigots, Fanaticks, and Infidels; Our Courts with Paraſites, 
| Informers, and Sycophants; aud if not Timely Brevented, Subvert the 


Peace and Hdtabliſhment of Church and State, and Deprive us of what 


we can po ofibly Claim as our Right, either by Humane, or Divine Law. 
Which'I Hope in the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe to make. Evident, under 


the. Confideration of theſe Thres General Heads: O0 ©» 
I. Firſt, | will Endeavour to State the True Nome and Bounds of theſe 
 Yicts Prokibired in the Text, and/ſhew wherein they conſiſt. | k 


II. Secondly, I will Point out the Cauſes from whence they flow, * 


| by their - Gailc — Malignity will appear. 


111. Thirdly, I will Lay open the Fatal influencs they have ® their 
Pernicious Effects and Conſequences, ſo as more n to induce uy 
to Prevent, or Remedy them. 

I, And Firſt to Stare the True Nature and Bounds of theſe Two Vices 
prohibited in the Text, and to ſhew- wherein, they conſiſt. In oper to 


which, We may obſerve that this Expreſſion, X@@ 26 TE GE LMAETOG, 
ſeems to be render*d with too much Latitude in our "Tranſlation, by Pre- 
ferring One before Another, which confounds it with Partiality that fol- 
lows ; but as the Original fignſftes, and the Vulgor Latin tranſlates it, 
denotes Prejudice, which is a 
Partiality, as the Cauſe is from the Effect. and is indeed the neceſſary 
Fountain from w hence it is Deriv d. For a Man may be Prejudic a, or 
have his Mind Prepoſſeſs'd with Vicious Inclinations, and yet in ſome Rel 
ſpects, and in ſome Caſes, not Act partialh, and according to their Ten- 
8 As an Atheiſt may do an Act of Charity, or as the Withed Jadye 
in the Goſpel, that 2 ar'd neither God nor Man, Avenge Oppreſſion, and 
Give a Juſt Sentence on Iffiquity; Tho! it muſt be confeſs d, that tis very 


\ 


Seldom, and indeed the Work 6f Chance, and contrary to the Regular 
Courſe of Nature, when Men's Action are not Correſpondent to mer 0 


Printiples, But on the other Hand, Whoever is Guilty of an Undeſe 


 Vawarranrable, and*Injurious Act of Favor, or Riger, muſt be Pruſum 
to have his Mind Sway d by a Falſe Pre-conception, and to be Goveriy'd by 5 


the Wrong Propenſities of a Deprav'd Will, a Diftorred ee he 
a Malicious Inclination, © © 


»Hence the True Nature of Prejudice may tem to Coofilt in this, Tha wy | 


it is a Premature, Indeliberate, and Irrational Opinion, haſtily fix d im the 
Mind, either For, or Againſt any Perſon, or Thing, not ariſing from any 


Light, or Convlction of the Underſtanding, or the Merit, or Evidence 
of the Cauſe, but from the Predominant Controul of the Mill, and the 


rbitrary [mpolſe of Humour, or Imagination, Averſion, or defire. And 


2 be Call'd a Kind of Moral Sympathy, or Anthipaty, or a Fanta- 


ical Liking, or Hating any Thing, not ſo much from Reaſon as Caprice. 
Now tho” it is Unnatural for the Mind to Hang and Fluctuate in an Equi- 
pendency, in Relation to any Thing propos'd to the Thoughts, and that 


ir muſt determine irs Judgment one way or other, yet This ought always 


ing as much Separate and Diſtin& from | 


to be Regulated by the Clear Demonſtration or Senſe and — $1 


- the 


"hn 


nat. When the Uodler tailing Certain perceivez the. Truth of Things, 


to flop their Ears to the Voice of the Charmer, Charm He never ſo Wiſely. 
If Men judge before They have Thraughly Examin'd the Force of Thoſe 


' becauſe They never Thought Otherwiſe, Which indeed is to Preſume 


then are We only properly ſaid ro Fudge; when We have Travers d o'er 


of Thoughts, and Conſequences belonging to It, till at laſt upon a Com- 
- © pleat Survey, It Collects, Diſtinguiſhes, and Adheres to the Truth ic 
muſt Reſt upon, and Confide in. But how Few are there, whoſe Bolin 


and Explore 884 Particular, that can Let i Light upon an Obſcure and 


his Reaſon, of his Honelty, as Religion, and as much Reproaches his Under. 


the, Heats of a Dilturb'd and Whimſical Brain? Certainly the Hanger ag 


rn 
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the Subje& will admit of jt, and 14 oft, Probable Proofs whereit will 
it enjoys an Infallible Knowledge, and leaves na Room for,Dgubr, or Pre- 
juice. Buy, the Compaſs of this i Yen Confin'd, that It ſerves 
only to Upbraid our Ignorance, and to Mortify our Pride and Ambition 
in tius Dubious and Gloomy State here belgqw, A Conſideration One vou d 
think Sufficient in it Self to make Mankind Cautious in Entertaining: Opi - 
nions, and Solicitous in Eſtabliſhing their Truth, ro Keep their Minds, 
Single, Free, and Untainted, Ready to Receive Conviction, and not fo 
Pertiuacious as to Refuſe all turther Information, and Like the Deaf 4daer, 


Arguments, that ſhou'd Determine their Laſt Theught:, it muſt be Owing 
to Fortune, that they Stumble upon Truth, and find by Accident what 
They Grope after in the Dark. They Shoot at Random, and tis a Miracle 
if They Hit the Mark, at which They never Took Aim. This is the Prime 
Source of Error in the World, Men in Defence of their own Opinions, 
Declare War againſt all Oppoſers: When They have once Pronounc'd 
their Sentiments, They are Reſolv'd ta Maintain them, and Delude Them- 
ſelres into the Belief of their own Judgments, for no other Reaſon, but 


that They Judg'd Right, becauſe They never Judg'd as They Ought. For 


the whole Extent of our Subject, and have nicely Compar'd the different 
Habitudes It bears, with Reſpect to it Self, and Other Beings, when We 
have Weigh's every Doubt, and Difficulty in the Ballance of Reaſon, when 
the Mind has Gradually Ran through, and Unrayell'd the Intricate Chain 


and Leiſure will admit of ſuch a Dilatory Search, thas Accurately to Sit 1 


Ambiguous -Que ion? And how few Things are there, that will allow. 
ſuch a Thorough Diſquiſition, ſuch a Full, and Adequate Difcovery Þ, - 
But are We therefore to Throw up, and Abandon our Selves, ra Scgg- 
ticiſm and Infidelity ? And for fear of Incurring the Guile of. Prejadice, | 
and the Difficulty of Avoiding it, Relieve Nothing, but what we are to 

Expect 2 Scientifical Certainty of? Muſt We Trim, and Waver, and 
Change our Judgments, as often as We meet with a Knotty Ohjection thar 
Perplexes Us? Doubtleſs Thar is as Little 2 Proof of a Man's Courage, as 


ſtanding, es his Manners. And on the Other Hand,muſt We Blindly Reſolve, 
do be Ignorant, and become ſuch Per uerſc Bigots, as to Stick to the Firſt 
Crude, and. Indigeſted Notions, that Ariſe from the Fumes of Luſt, or 
analy oo FO Tens Or Reg ae Mam 
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betwitt theſe, Txtreams. When a Man has wigh all doe Care, Integrity, | 
and Circumfſpection fairly diſcuſs'd bis Opinion, and the Teftimony on all 
Sides has been Calmly and Impartially Debared, fle may with a Moral 
Aſſurance, give in the Verdict of his don Judgrpehr, which He is Oblig'd- 
to Stand ro, and Defend, both ef ny and Honor, till better Evidence 
Appears, and Convinces Him to be in a Miſtake! Bat to Aſſert his No- 
tions Right or Wrong, to Shut his Eyes againſt the Ligbt, Contumaciou- 
ſly to Withſtand all Perſwafion, aud te Bid Defiatice to Reaſon, is to be 
Viilfully and Obſtinateſy Prejuair'd, J. "% 
In a Word; 4s He who Acts with this Ingenuous Fidelity, may Ratio- 
nally and Laudably Aſſent to thoſe Propoſitions, againſt which He at pre- 
ſent ſees no ſufficient Objection: $0 He who is poſſeſi d with that Obdu- 
rate Self ſafftelrnty, as to Imagine his owh Maxim Iriconteſtable, and a+ 
bove the Reach of all Contradiction, thult neceſſurily be Deluded into Fal- 
ſhood and Error, and Involy'd ih that Prejudice Condemn's in the Text. 
Thus far Prejudice has been Confin'd only to Matters of Speculation, 
and is to be Conſidered as a Kind of Intellectual Sin, and as an Error in 
Judgment; but when it comes to Break out, and Exemplify it ſelf in. A- 
ction, then it Commences Partiality, which is an Error in Conſcience, 
and a Viſible and Practical Inſtance of it. But J come, in the Second 
Place, to Acebunt for all thoſe ſecret Cauſes and Methods whereby We 
are Betray d iute the Errors of Prejudice. | 7 
I. An&#truly Whoever ſeryches this Vice ro the Bottom, and traces 
it up to its Original, will find it à very early Principle, deeply Roored in 
our Corrupted Nature; ſpringing from the Fundamental Stamina of our 
Conſtitution, growing up, ſpreading, and incorpoygting it ſelf, with the . 
Viral Frame an Effence of our Being. To this Fatal Benr, and Devious 
_  Þrregolarity, that Human Nature receiv'd in the Forfeiture of its Primi- 
gental Innocence, is to be Attributed This nod ve doͤds, as the 
Ancient styl'd it, This Hereditary Falſhood. lo which is impured that 
almoſt irreſiſtible Sway, that Our Headſtrong, and Tyrannical Will, U- 
ſorps over our Impotent Reaſon, leading it Captive, and Suborning it to 
the moſt Reproachful Compliances. However This may be Ridicul'd, by 
Profane and Senſeleſs Arbeiſts, as Cant and Hypotheſis in Divinity, who 
are indeed the Greateſt and moſt ,Scandalous Examples of its Truth: le 
cannot be Deny d, but that the State We are now in (and ſuch a State 
muſt be a Faint I ranſcript of the Beautiful Image of GOD, wherein We 
were Created) that not onely the Diſpoñtion, Temper, and Habit of the 
Soul, bur otrentimes the vecy Power of its Reaſoning, the Formation of its 
Idea's, and judgment, do very much Depend upon the Contexture of the 
Organs of the Body, and Cooperate, and in a manner Sympathize with 
its Prevailing Humours. There 3s a ſort of Judgment as Peculiar to every 
Man, as the Tury'6f is Face, which proves to be, and may be calld a 
Complexional Prijudire; Preſiding variouſly in all Men, according to the 
ſeveral Different Proportions, and Mixtures of the Elements in Their 


Conſtitution; 4 Cofpareal kind of Energy, or Superior Inclination, to 


which 


* 


which the Mind is very m ld e it Forms its Sin- 
gular Affections, and takes all the Colours and Figure; of its Paſſions. This 
is what the Noturaliſtt have ftyl'd: the 'IS00D ye , the Main Go- 
verning Ingredient in the Compoſition of Nature, which Runs through, 
and Mingles with its whole Maſs, gives a Tincture to all His Actions and 
Conceprions, Denominates the D:ſtinguiſhing Genius, and by Deren 
one Man from another, ſeems to be à Principle of ladividuat ion. Theſe 
are as the Phileſepher calls em, zvyevy 'ACEOSHLRGETI Connate In- 
firmities, that are Born and Bred in Our Blood, and that produce Our 
Darling Vices, which, as the Apoſtle ſays, 'ſo- Erafily beſet Ut, and Im- 

- percept bly Slide and Infinuate themſelves into our Practice. Theſe Inte- 
ftine Temptations inceſſantly Attend upon the Mind, ty which it is Warp d 
and Seduc'd, not without Proclivity and Satisfaction. They are the Center 
in which all our Paſſions Terminate and Joyn, tho' never ſo much Repug- 
nant to Each Other. « FEA G | as | 

This will appear very Manifeft, if We turn the Mind inward upon it 
ſelf, to vie all its ſecret Workings, and Trace its Inviſible Labours, in 
irs Dark Cell, by the Springs that Actuate it. This We ſhall find the 
Grand Maſfter-Wheel, that municates Motion, and Life, to the whole 
Machine, Where a Man's Nature is wrought up with Impewoficy, and Fire, 
the Spirit will Kxert it (lf in Boldneſs and Ambition, in Rage and Raſh- 
neſs, in Turbalency and Choler. This will make all His Counſels Sanguine 
and Precipitate, His Actions Unadvis'd and Unſteddy, What ever Strikes 

( the Imagination thus in 4 Hear, makes a ſtrong, tho hot always a laſt. 
ing Impreſſion, and Hurries the Man away into Inordinate Tranſports, 

. This Conftitation, if not ſubdued by the Aſſiſtances, of Wiſdom, and Grace, 
will neither let Us Reaſon cooly, Judge ſedately, or Act conſiſtently. It 
Drives and Over. powers Our Falculties, raifes a kind of Hurricane in the 

Saul, and fo Ruffles and Diſcompoſes its Serenity, that it is no more ca- 
pable of Diſcerning Truth, than a Troubl'd Sea of refleQing a Perfect 
Image. This Violent Temper has generally the Misfortune to be attended ; 
with Pride and Conceit, Vanity and Self Love, Vices that Darken the 

"3 Inward Man, and Infatuate and Beſot his Underſtandiog, and leave Him 

utterly incapable of Conviction. For They make Him in Love with. His 

Own Errors, Doat upon His Follies, and Admire His Deformities. They 2 

expoſe Flim to the moſt Ridiculous Abſurdities, to Juſtify and Adore His | 
Own Crimes, and to Vility and Depretiate Other's Merit and Vertue, Up- 
on which account He Scorns Others, and is Himſelf Deſpis d; while He 

Rails at Them He is no leſs Reproach d, and is Deteſted by that World 

which He Preſumes ro Abhor. Such Men are always carried on with, a 
Bitter and Furious Zeal ; Fly into Extreams, Love, or Hate in Excels, _ 
and Vigw every Thing throng a Wrong Glaſs, either Magnify d, or Di- 
miniſh'd too much, by Prejudice and Partiality, They are Impatient f 
Contradiction, Implacable in their Reſentments, Boundleſs in their Hopes, 
Fierce in their Proſecutions, Uneaſy under Delays, Exalted with Succeſs 
and Dejecked with Diſappointment, Like the Poor Demoniack in the 
hs i Goſpel, 


* 
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Goſpel, They are ſometimes caſt into Fire, and ſometimes into the Water, 
and never at Peace, or Tranquility with Themſelves, CS AS 
Thus does Prejudice flow from a Tumultuous and Inflam'd Imagination, 
which never fails ro make either an At heiſt, Bigot, or Enthuſiaſt ; and 
tis difficult to Judge, which is the Worſt Madneſs, to Believe Any thing. 

or to Believe Nothing: For Either of em perfectly Un: Man us, Dethrone 
our Reaſon, and ſubject it to all the wild Extravagances, and impious 
Suggeſtions of a Sophiſtical Fancy, and unbridl'd Appetite, The Cer- 
tainty of Senſe, and Autority of Divine Revelation, and all the Common 
Methods of Natural Knowledge, muſt be equally Thrown up and Diſcard- 
edin this Caſe, where Men pretend to ſach a New Infallible Illumination, 
as muſt Superſed all Previous Inſtructions, either from G O D, or Nature, 
Such Perſwaſions as theſe, when they once come to be ſettl'd in the Mind, 

' Magiſterially Inſult over it, Baffle and Bear down its Faculties, and De. 
mand its Aſſent and ſervile Compliance, Like Evil Spirits Blended with 
their Natures, they Animate em with ſtrong. Impulſes and Deluſions, 
break through all the Reſtraint of Reflection, and carry Men, like the 


Swine in the Goſpel, Headlong into Perditio. 
Again, Where Envy, Jealouſy, or Revenge get the Upper-Hand in a 
Man's Temper as they are Active, Buily and Prying Paſſions, and indefa- 
tigably Working in Secret, and always keep the Soul Awake, ſtanding up- 
on its Guard, 'and ready to give, or war a Blow, ſo they prepare and qua- 
lify it, to Wreſt and Miſ-interpret the Reports it receives; and by caſting 
a Falſe Medium before its View, play upon it with all the Illuſion ot de- 
ccirful Colour and Appearance. They make it like a Sick Stomach, either 
refuſe the wholſome Diet when tis offer'd, or convert what it ſwallows” 
into Poyſon, and the Corruption of a Diſeaſe. 
Where Phlegm and Melancholly make the Blood Stagnate, they Stupi- 
fy the Soul, ſtrike a Chill and Damp upon the Conſcience, and render all 
| its Conceptions Gloomy, Spleenatick and Sour, Men of this auſtere and 
ſullen Temper, Contemplate nothing in the Divine Nature, or Law, but 
their Juſtice and Rigor; Repreſent GOD as an Hard and Inexorable Ma- 
ſter, Trampling upon his Vaſſals, and Loading them with unreaſonable 
Chains, and Impofitions, taking up what He laid nos down, and - Reap- 
ing what He did not Sow, and making the Work of His Own Hands, the . | 
Reprobated Veſſels of Eternal Wrath, and Vengeance, for Invincible Ig- | 
norance, and Neceſſary Infirmities. This is a {ad Prelude to Defpair, which * 
GO D permits ſome Self Tormenting and Deſponding Men to Fall into, _ - 
and is the moſt powerful Efficacy of Deviliſh Impoſture, which can per- 
| ſwade Ment to Invent, and Believe ſuch Monſtrous and Abſurd Tenets, ſo 5 
% Derogatory from the Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy of G O D, and fo ucter- | 
ly Repugnant to his Glory and Honour. With theſe Men, a Timerous Di- 
ftruſt, 4 fearful looking for of Judgment, and à Super litious Horror. 
_Efarp the place of Reaſon, and the Sacred and Inviolable Name of Con- 
Tcience. Their Charity is made up of Spiritual Pride, Peeyiſhneſs and 
Cenſoriouſneſs, They Treat their Brethren in their Devorions with 1 7 
f a | ning 


, | . | 
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ee dagen, , AY 
© ning Contumelics, and Dire Kxecrations, and even G OD Himſelf wir 
Amazing Impudence an Blaſphemy. Nn a ee. 
It is Manifeſt, in all theſe Caſes, that he Op rations.of the Senſitive. 


Soul are Miftaken for Thoſe of the Rational, and the Acts of the 10, for. 
thoſe of rhe Underſtaudiug; that a (ſtrong Pexſwaſon, and 1veterate. 
Stubborneſs, impoſes upon Men for Evidenge and [Myminztion 3,200 Fancy 
and Inclination, for Demonſtration and Science«- ieſe are the Intgrna 
Grounds of Prejudice, and which are laid as 16. Ba ts A, al Falle.Notions, 
and Chimerical Speculations; and prepare the way for the Erroneoys 
4 ConduQof our Moral Practice, which, is uſually Guided them, Whith 
Is come now more Diſtin&ly to Conſider, under, Theſe Followitg Heads; 
ro which: all that Variety of Prejudice that Reigns in the, World may be 
Reduc'd, as it Ariſes from One, or More of Theſe Cauſes. Namely from, 
I. Education and Cuſtom. 2. Ignorance and Affectation. 3. Con ber- 
ſation and Company, 4. Authority and Example. 5. Intereſt and Party. | 
| 6. A Vicious and Debauch'd Life. 1 > 
It 1. And Firſt as to rhoſe Prejudices that are Deriv'd from Education 
and Cuſtom, The Firſt Impreſſions that are made upon; the Mind inthe 
Tender State of Infancy, ſtrike ſo Strongly upon it, and fink lo Deeply 
into it, that Nothing can, without much Farce and Violence, Eraſe thole 
Durable Characters. Le theſe Senſi:ive Rodents, be never, ſo Wrong 
and Abſurd, They will, if not . timely, Corrected, carry a Commandiig 
Iafluence over all the Opinions and Conduct of Our Future Life; give a 
Taint to every Thought and Action, and make em either ſtand Approv'd, 
or Condemn'd, as the fall in with, or Impugn, thele Llementary Draughrs 
of Our Knowledge: Which are often, tho Falſly. Appeal 'd to by Senſual 
Men, as the Great Teſt of Reaſon, the Srandard of Truth. and Falſhood, 
and as the Lively Oracles of G O D and Nature, ſet up in our Breaſts, for 
the Laſt and Infallible Determination ot all Doubt ful Controverſies. This 
many Epicures look upon as the Immutable Rell their Faith and Aſ- 
ſeat, and will Credit Nothing elſe, tho R comm ded wich the Higheſt 
Evidence of Revelation, Reaſon here Loſes ig F orce,, and Argument Re- 
coils without Entrance, For when theſe Original Prejudices, begun by 
| the Seaſes, and Improv'd by Villainous lnſtruction, have Crept into the 
| unguarded Underſtanding, by Long Familiarity They Contract a Friend- 
| ſhip with it, till ar laſt They Cleave to, and are almoſt Inſcparabl) Un:- 
redwith it. Thus, when a Man has through a Falſe Education, been long 
Train d up in, and Devoted to any Opinion, and it is become Habitnal to 
Him, it paſſes into a Second - Nature, which as *rwere extipguiſhes the 
Firſt, by Superinducing a ſort of Neceſſity of Acting according to its Mo- 
| tions, For tho? the Underſtanding may be ſametitnes Reluctant, yer when 6 
the Will is ſo Prepar'd by Cuſtom, as to become Inflexible, the Other Fa- * 
cultics of the Soul are Reſign d ro an Undi{puted and Implicit, Obedience, | 
Thus Men Live and Belicve as They are Taught, and owe their Religion 
to the Tenets imbib'd in their Early Years, and to the different Way and 
Faſhion of their Country, They Grow like Plants as They are (ct, Fr. 
* 0 | tale 
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take of the Soil they Riſe out of, and bring forth Fruit according to their 
Radical Moifture, and ſcarce ever wear out the Principles They were fr/# 
ſcaſon'd with. Certainly there cannot be a Greater Proof of the Inſuper- 
abſe Dominion, as well as ſtrange Abſurdicy of theſe Infant: Prejudicer, 
than that Irrefragable and Blind Zeal, wherewith Men of all Different Per- 
f#1fhons, and Religions in the World, as inconſiſtent with each Other, as 
80D à with Falſhood, Tenaciouſly adhere to the molt Irreconcileable 
Contradictions; and yet every One thinking Himſelf in the Right, and his 
a rerſury in the Wrong; as it there was no ſuch Thing as Real Truth, 

Reaſon in Nature. So deeply Rovted'is the Prejudice of Education, fo 
Doſporick and Unqueſtionable the Authority of Cuſtom, that it ſhall com- 
pel Men to ſwallow Traditional Nonſence and Lyes, tho' never ſo Groſs 
and Impious ; and make em afterwards as Impudent in Defending them, 
28 They vere at firſt Sottiſm in Embracing them. 

2. Bur, Secondly, as Prejudice is the Kffect of Education and Cuſtom, 
ſo is it alſo of Ignorance and Affectation. The various Conditions and 
Stages of Men's Lives, join'd with the Obliquiry of their Will, and want 
of a ſolid Regard to their True Intereſt and Eternal Welfare, Berray em 
 3vto Jenoyance ; from whence, according to their particular Circumſtances, 
Peculiar Prejudices low. And a Ridiculous AﬀeFation of an Imaginary 
Fame, leads Others into a Petulant and Heretical Singulariry ; which, as 
tis the Sdurce of Unaccountable.Prejudices, fo thoſe re produce 

as Wild and Incomprchenfible Errors. 

Thoſe whom Providence has plac'd in a Lower Sphere in the World, 
wh ſe chief Solicitude is to Provide for the Hard Exigencies of a Miſerable 
Life, muſt have their Minds as Humble and Narrow as their Fortunes; 
and owe the little Improvement of Both to the Condeſcenſion of their Su- 

hg and conſequently Think and Act as they are Directed at Second- 
and. 
ä Others, that are Engag d in a Tumult and Hurry of Buſineſs, fexiree give 
Themſelves Leiſure ro Retire into their Thoughts; to State their Inward 
Accounts, Settle the One Thing | Neceſſary, aud Sound the Truth and Cer- 
taioty of their Principles, Their Miuds are ſo Full with the Subſtantial and 
Engaging Corcerng of this Life, that they find little Room for thoſe of 
the Next, If rheir Affairs Increaſe Here, they trouble not themſelves with 
the ExpeQations of Hereafter, Wealth, Honor, and Eſtates are their Aim ; 
they Deſpiſe Contemplation and Knowledge, as Pedantry and Amuſemenr, 
fir only for the Converſation ot Scholars, and the Idle Specolation, of Rook- 
iſh and Melancholly Men. Money is no to be Got by Sy/ogiſm, and an Ar- 
gument is Worth nothing, that will gor ſerve ro Promote Trade. If rhefe 
Men have Axy Opinions, they moſt take them upon Truſt, without Exa- 
mining their Credentials, and conſequently Live and Dye in one ccatinued 
Circle of Prejudice and Miſtake. | 

Others, who Enjoy all the Noble Advantages of a 3 Editerion, 
and want. ncither Time, Friends, nor Abilities, to furniſh em out for 2 
ſtrict and impartial Search after Truth, are either Carry'd off by Diverſion, 
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or Pleaſure ; er Induftriouſly 142 Diſagreeable Scrutimy, as would 
Let em into u True Knowledge of themſelyves, and fill en with a Juſt Shame 
and Remofſe, on the Odious View of the Folly and Iniquity of their De- 
figns ; and the Extravagant Waſte and Abuſe of thoſe Excellent Giſts and 
Endowments, GOD and Nature had Entich'd em with, for the Service 
and Honor, the Defence and Ornament of theit Country and Religion. How 
Great Pity is it, that theſe Men will Form no Other judgments, but ſuch 
as are Suitable to their Libertine Courſe of Life, which makes em ſeek 
after Arguments to De inſtead of Correcting it! They are contented 
with a Lazy and Supine tor ance, to Know and Believe juſt what is in 

Faſhion, and to Subſersbe the Articles of Other's Faith with an Implicte 
On the Other Hand, even Leurni ng it Self, if not Regulated by Piety, 
Humility, and the True Fear of GOD, may got be without its Prejudice: 
and Errors, into which ſome Vam-glorious Men, Thirſty of © Nat we 
Uafortunately Mis led, to its Great Diſhonour. Hence ſome, tr 
wholly Govern'd by Singularity and Novelty, Affect what is Ane and 
Surprizing, they endeavour to Think out of the Way, and to THEWihers 
Wit in maintaining Pat auoxes, ſcorn to go in the common Road and Renten 
Track with the Reſt of Mankind. Theſe Parrons of ConjeFure and po- 
thefts, ate ſo KEnamour'd with their Own New-fangl'd Conceptions, that 
They will Renounce their Religion, if it does not ſquare with their Opi- 
nions, and ſooner Quit the Goſpel than their Syſtems. They will Impiou- 
fly Date to Preſcribe Rules ro Providence, and Conſtrain G O D to Work 
in their Own Ways and Methods; and Prefutnpruovfly ſet Bounds to the 
Infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Almighty, and ſay, Hither to ſhalt thou 
Go, and no further. Tho' They are never fo fully Confuted, they will - 
never be Convinc d; They ire Wedded ro their Empty Curiofity, Embrate 
a Treacherous Fallacy, and Hold faſt a Deſtructive Lye. What a vaſt Di- 
ſcredir and Miſchief this has brought upon Learaing and Religion, and how 
much it has Tended to Undermine and Subvert the Truth and Authority 
of the Holy Scriprures, by Solving the Great Miracle of the Divine Crea- 
tion by the Novel Shemes, and Senſelcſs Theories, of Humane Tnvention, 
and Philoſophy falſiy ſo cal d: and by Impioufly Fathoming the Profovnd, 
and Myſterious Hoctrines of Chriſtianity, by the ſhort Line of ſhallow 
Reaſon ; We have felt by fo ſad an Experience of late, as one won'd'think 
ſhou' d be ſufficient ro Awaken the Legi//atwro, to Puniſh and Prevent ſuch 

Barefac'd and Preſumptuous Impiety, and ro Blaſt the Impudent Endea- 
yours ot theſe Artogarit and Self conceited Opiniators nn, 

3. Thiidly, Another Cauſe of Prejudice is Converſation and Company. 
1 ſhall not trouble this Venerable Aſſembly with à Nauſeous Detail of the 
Common Methods us d to Debauch Men's Lives in Private Converſation, 
bur ſhall rather chuſe tb Touch upon ſome more Notorious and Pub/ick 
Inſtances, to the Scandal of the Preſent Age, of Men that make it their 
Employment to Corrupt Duth in their Principles, whereby They are En- _ 
courag d and Confirm'din their Profligate Prejudites againſt the 9 T 
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Church and Government,. If à Dung Gentleman does not correct, He may 
at leaſt Niwert, che Falſe.Notions He bas impreſi d upon His Mind, will 
they lie Dor mant in his Own Breaſt. | But when He is drawn in, by theſe 
Modern Aehitophelt, into an Aſſociation of Sin, where their Buſineſs is to 
Improve His, and to Propagathe their Own Seditions Opinions, Appro- 
bation will give New Life and Force to His Errors, and by Degrees Culti- 
vate their Growth into a deliberate and ſettl'd Maturity. Shame may at | 
_ firſt lay a Check and Reſtraint upon his Vicious Propenfities, which Con- 
verſation and Number by Degrees Leſſen, and at length Extinguiſh, Tis 
almoſt Impoſſible for Iunocence to Breathe Unt ted in an Infectious Air, 
or to preſerve it ſelf Chaſt and Undefil'd amidſt the Inſinuations, and Wiles 
of Subtle and Deſigning Men; who by Miſ-repreſenting Truth and Reli - 
gion, under an Odious and Ridiculous Dreſs, by Scouting and Scoffing Ver- 
tue ont of Countenance, by Impudent Harangues and Panegyricks upon 
Terdselend Profancſs, Set · off and Recommended vith the falſe Embel- 
hmeare of Wit and; Rhytorick, Addreſi, and Complaiſence, Pretended 
Caunſel and Friendfpip, luſtill all Looſe and Curſed Tenets into Vaſtable 
and/VUgwary Minds; and Inje& the Principles of Phanatiſm, Deiſm,, and 
Achei ſin, and Sow the Seeds of Damnation, in a Corrupt and Peryerted 
Judgment. With what Fatal Succeſs Theſe Cabalr, for Propagating Sin, 
and Societies for Debauching, inſtead of Reforming Manners, have Planted 
Themſelves up and down in the Kingdom; with what Induſtry and Dili- 
| gent Application Theſe Apoſtles of Darkneſs, and Emiſſaries of the Devil, 
have Purſu'd their Heliſp Cauſe, is too Lamentably apparent, both from 
that Open Profeſſion they have Dar d to make of their Licentious and [nto- - 
lerable Hereſies 3 nay Approbation and Countenance they have recciv d 
from ſome Great Men, as well as the Poyſnous and Heterodox Opinions, 
and Lewd Lives of their Patrons and Advocates. A Crime, which. as it 
ſurmounts all Sharpneſs and Severity of: Expreſſion to Deſcribe, requires 
the utmoſt of Sharpneſs and Severity to puniſh it! For tis of ſuch a Black 
and Hagrant Nature, of ſuch Pernicious and Deteſtable Conſequence, both 
to Church and State, Religion and Government, that 'tis a Diſgrace to 
Both, it ſhou'd Eſcape without Condign Vengeance in a Chriſtian Domi- 
nion, waich by Impunity may pull that Dreadful Vengeance down on its 
own Head, which is due to thoſe Inſolent Malefactors. But to leave this 
Grating Reflection and proceed. Where Inmence is thus got into the Ene- 
my's Quarter, it muſt Surrender it ſelf, or Kxpect to Hud none. Which 
Suggeſts, 12 N libre x 16 5 3. 454.8 
4+ The Fourth Cauſe of Prejudice, Namely Authority and. Example, 
Theſe are as twere Palpable Arguments which Appeal to the Senſes; They 
come Vouch'd, with Perſonal and Vifible Evidence, Conviace by Matter 
of Fact, and ſeem not to leave the Judgment in the Suſpence of Election. 
No Wonder therefore, That the Underſtanding ſhou'd Credit the Eye- 
ſight, and not Diſtruſt thæ Reports of Senſe. So Powerful is the Cheat 
and Prejudice of Authority, it can ſcarce lgave Room for Speculation, but 
© 'Rarifics and Illuſtrates che Sophiſtry of Its Rules, by the Examples 2 
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ledges of their Practice. But how Ridiculous amd {averted a Way of Re- 
ſoning is this, to Proye-the Truth and Merality of any Man's A&ions, by | 
his Pretended Principles? Whereas We ought. to Judge quite Contrary, 
and Prove the Truth and Morality of his Real Principles, by his Apparent | 
and Expreſs AFions, . Yet however Abſurd and Irrational this, Maxim is, 
it has Miſ- led more Men into Guilt, Error, and Prejudice, than any Falla- 
| cy beſides, that puts upon Our Judgment. How Few are there in the 
World that know how to Diſtizguiſh betwixt, Men's Honeſty;. and their 
Charaters ? Not the Vulgar only are Miſtaken, with Outſide Pomp and 
Figure, with the Appearances of Wealth and. Grandevr, which like Falſe 
Beauties, Glitter at a Diſtance ; but even thoſe of more Conſiderable Ca- 
pacities, through an Over-candid Judgment, or a Latitudinarian Chari- 
ty, think it impoſſible, for Men of Parts and Learning, of Eſtabliſh'd Fame, 
Eminency and Power, to Apofatize from Truth, or Eſpouſe any Falſe 
Opinions, or Doctrines. They think it as much want ot Senſe, as Good 
Breeding, to Queſtion their Authority, which ſtands Confirm'd by the Ve- 
nerable Seal of Dignity and Antiquity, and has been Continy'd down, to 
them as an undiſputed Title, which they have held Poſſedion of through 
Age and Tradition. Thus Men n with Inffances inſtead 
of Reaſons, take their Creed by Proxy, Ans tis Dictated by their Miſtaken 
Parents, Magiſterial Tutors, or Eccleſiaftick Directors; and Stake their 
Faith upon the Suppos'd'Probity and Capacity, the Number and Integrity 
of their Leaders and Authors, As if Truth vag to garry it hy bol, 
and Religion was to be Decided by the Majority) of Voices. To H Born 
_ down the Stream, andblindly follow the Preſcriptions of Others, is almoſt 
the Inevitable Road to doing Ill. For the Mulritude are genexally Deceiv d, 
and there's ſuch an Univerial Corruption in Morality, and Men's Vices ly 
ſo Iatermixt with their Virtues, and ſo hardly to be diſtinguiſh d, that 
Precedents are ſcarce ever to be Truſted, unleſs in Caſes of Demonſtratiye 
Virtue and Equity, and ſometimes in Matters of Indifference, Decency, or 
Faſhion . Beſides, there was ſcarce ever any Opinion Broach d in the World, 
tho proceeding from never ſo Craz d a. Brain, but has found ſome Men, 
either Fools, or Knaves,. enoug to Eſpouſe it. Mankind Walk like Beaſts 
. in a Track, no Error ever wanted its Profeſſor, no Profeſſor his Diſciples; 
for One Bad Example (ſhall have Ten Thouſand more Sordid Imitators, 
than a Hundred Good Ones: Eſpecially. if it prove. 
5. Fifthly, To fall in with their Intereſt and Party, which carry an O- 
verbearing Prejudice with it. When once Men have Lyſted themſelyes into 
a Party, they never conſider the Merit of the Cauſe, but at all Adyentures 
© follow their Ring · leaders i Stick to, their Colours,. and Obey the Wofd of 
Command, let it he to the Right or Left. The Management of Parties 
being like that,of Making Var, wherein there is always a Falſe, Reaſon 
Siven out, to Juſtify, the Proceeding; but the True Cauſe and Reaſon of 
State Suppreſe d and Conceald. The Treacherous Hook muſt be Cover d 
wich a Specious Bait, and the Deadly Pill muſt be Artificially. Gilt, bęfoxe 
chey can be Swallow d. or do Execution. Hence theſe $kilful Incengigries 
|} ; a f | 1 


PRs, ea e | 
in Government, to make their Ungodly Stratagems and Revolutions paſs 
upon Mankind, have Amus'd them with the Kingdom of Chrift, and the 
True Wirſhip of God, the Defence of hu Saints, and the Extirpation of 
bu Enemies, the Vinditation of Liberty and Property, the Aboliſhment of 
. Superſtition and 172 the Publick Good and Salvation of Souls, 
which are the Glirtering Pretences, and Godly Trepans, with which'Crafry 
Politiciant , and Defigning Knaves, Cajole and Delude the Credulous 
World, and San#ify the moſt Abominable and Execrable Villainies, 
Whereas, God knows! There's Nothing meant by all this Holy Jargon, 
and Srriptrral Sham, but ro Caſt a Miſt upon Men's Braine, to Lead them 
Blindfold into the Devil's Snare, to Prevent their Repentance, and to 
Damn them with more Security. To Play upon their Faith with all the 
Phariſaical Artifice and Legerdemain of Works, and to Diſguiſe and Con- 
' ſecrate Avarice and Oppreſſion, Ambition and Injuſtice, Murder and Re- 
bellion, and even Regicide and Sacriledge, under the Venerable and Sacred 
Name of Conſcience. This is the Diſtinguiſhing Diale# and Shibboleth of 
Fafion and Sedition ; and truly tis an Amazing Confideration, what 
ſtrange Power and Influence this Ent huſiaſtick Cant has had in all the 
Ci vil. Mars and Diſturbances of Europe, and Particularly in Our Own 
Kingdom ; wherein, like a kind of Witchcraft, (to the Infernal En- 
chantments whereof the Holy-Ghoſt has thought fie ro Compare thoſe of 
Rebellion ) it Animated à Body of People into a Religious Phrenxy, to AR 
the ht Aſtoniſhing Impieties: For God's Sake to Pull-down his Church, 
Murder his Anointed, and to Lay 2 whole Nation in Blood and Ruin. 
Aud fach is the Malignant Virulence, and ImplacableRancor of Phanga- 
ticiſn, which is Nothing elſe, but a moſt full and Comprehenſive Combi- 
nation of all Wayward and Diabolical Prejudites in One, that We can e- 
ver be Secure from its Reſtlaſt and Embroiling Degus: If the Fruitſl 
Monſter is Lopt in One Part, it Sprouts up in Another; and like the Evil 
Spirit, which Poſſeſſes it, can Appear in all Different Forms, to Ad its 
Iduſions upon Mankind. For if We were to Conſider its Progreſs, in all 
that Series F Rebellions, from its Odiow, and Never - to-be forgotten Ara 
of Tranſcendent Villainy, in the Year Forty One, We ſhall find the fame 
Feſuitical Principles, like a Plotter in Maſquerade, only Changing the 
Name, bur carrying on the ſame Machinations and Wicked Practices in 
Church and State, to the Subverſtorf of our Conſtitution in Both, down to 
this Preſent Day. An Argument One wou d have Wiſh'd had been thought 
Sufficient, to have Induc'd our Wiſe Legiſlature, to put them Both out of 
the Power of ſuch Double-Dealing Practical Atheiſts, whoſe Gain is their 
Goalineſs, whoſe Profit is their Religion, and whoſe Iutereſt is both their 
| God and Conſcience ! Who can Betray, and Selb their Saviour for Money 
and make the Bleſſed Body and Blood of bu Sacrament the Seal and 
Fuary of the Worſt of Iniquity ! Men that have the Confidence to Own 
the Srated Principle of their Communien,and Open and Avow'd Hyp - 
A Principle that ought to Qualify its Profoſſort for a Goal, inſtead of 4 
* Church; Bring them to the Seaffold, inſtead of the Altar; * 
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dem to Hemen's Paniſbments, inſtead of his Perfermentgy! It is, to ſay 
no more of it, ſuch a Prodigious Act of the moſt Audacious Villainy, that 
it ſeems and Equal Wonder, that ever That, againſt which our Saviour 
Denounc'd ſo many Woes, ſhou'ed want an Humane Law to Reſtrain it, 
and that We ſhou'd be the . Only Chriſtian Nation in the World without 
it: Or, that the Church and Kingdom ſhou'd be Deny d that Law, ,which 
can be the Alone Support and Defence againſt the Ruin and Subverſion of 
Both, from Theſe their Swors, and for Ever Irreconcileable Enemies. Buc 
if theſe Pious Hypocrites muſt not meer with their Recompence in The 
World, they may reſt Aſſur d, they wil not Fail of it in the Net; where 
they will find, to their Eternal Sorrow, without a Long, Habitual and Se- 
vere Repentance Here, that God is not to be Mock d, that what they have 
Sewn in Di ſimalation, they (hall Reap in Sad Earneſt ; and that what 
is Begun in Seeming Devotion Here, will End in R:al Damnation There. 
But what is there that the Infatuation of Prejudice, Intereſt, and Party. 
will not Perſwade Men to Do? If it can Prevail even upos Thoſe, who Pre- 
tend to Support Our Church and Government, in Spight of Their Oatht 
and Obligations, to Betray them; and Partially to give up Both in favour 
ot Thoſe Men, who have Plotted their Deſtt uction ever ſince they 
ſirſt to Rend it with their Unnatural Schiſm ; who Deny and Confound 
Our Holy Orders, Renounce Our Sacraments, Defy Our Diſcipline, Ridi- 
cule Our Articles, Scoff at Our Prieſts ; and was their Power Equal to their 
Malice, vou d Down with em All even to the Ground, and Annihilate the 
very Name and Being of Qur Church ! And are Theſe then the Perſons to 
be Carefs'd? Are theſe the Wolves in Sheep*s Cloathing, that are to be 
Invited and Complemented, even by Our Superior Paſtors, into Chriſt's 
= | Feld, to Worry and Devour it? Theſe are Strange Policicks ! And whethre 
| they Savour not of the Refin'd Spirit of Rome, or Geneva, let any Man 
| | | Judge; when they Wiſely teach Us, to Court Our moſt Inveterate Foes, and 
| to Abuſe and Sacrifice Our Beſt and moſt Faithful Friends! To carry oa 
; the Bleſſed Work of Occaſional Conformity, to Prevaricate and Healz be- 
twint the Church and Conventicle ; and be Aſhem'd, or Afraid to Owa 
Our True Principles! upon what bottom muſt the Church Rand, when 
"Theſe are the Conditions and Terms of Our Communion ! Will nothing 
1 hut Impoſſibilities ſatisfy their Unreaſonable Demands'; to Rgconcile Light 
1 and*Darkneſs, Unity Order and Anarchy, and ſtrike up a League betwint 
; Chrift and Belial ? V 
And yet This is thought ſufficiently Pali ated with a little Popalar Cant 
_of Moderation and Comprehenſien, Chri ſtian Peace and Union, ue Perſe- 
cut ion of Tender Conſciences, and the mighty Fears of POP E RX, and , 
other ſuch Baſe and Falſe Inſinuations againft the CHURCH OF ENG- -< 3 
LAND, as if Her Doctrines were tos High-firain'd, and ought ro have 
their Rigor and Severity, Temper d and, Quatify'd ; or, as if they Tended 
to bring in That more than 7 Monſter of Idolatry and Superſtitiag ! 
By the Falſe Pretences of Moderation theſe Deſigning Men ſerve themſelyes * 
in 4 Twofo!d Way, both upon the Church, to Amuſe and Caſt it into a 


Dead 


7 
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| e Sleep, an®then like Dalilab, to let in the Philiſtiue: upon Sumpſen, 


by widentog a Breach in Her Conſtitution, firſt to Weaken, and then to 
Overthrow it: And on the Diſſenters, to ' Sooth and Encourage them in 


their Lite, hy Mitigaring Their and the Churehe'# Differences; hay (which 


+0 , 


is more Aſtoniſhing) even by Fuſtifying their Damnable Schiſm. What 


hive Such Men to Db with Peace and Chriſtian” Union? We may Learn 
his even trom a Jezabel, That Zimri ſhou'd have no Peace who Slew bus 
after; and that we bughr to Suffer for our Folly, if we are fo Weak; as 


to Truſt Thoſe who never Fail'd of Berraying us when they were Truſted, 
th rehenſion is ſo Nonſenfical and Wicked a Scheme of Religion, and will 
vs + ſuch a Deſtructive Latitude in it, that inſtead of Bringing the 


| Difſſenters in to the Church, it will carry the Church in to Diſſenters, into 


which it is utterly Impoſſible they ever ſhou'd come upon their Own Prin- 
ciplez. * And as for Perſecution of Tender-Conſciences, if theChurch's Af. 


ſerting Her own Legal Rights and Privileges muſt be Call'd ſo, 1 Appeal 


tb the Hiftories of Our Kingdom, and even Thoſe Written by their Own | 


Papi, Whether ever They gave the Church thè Leaſt Favour, or Quar- 
ter, *whzn they bad Her under their Power. Or, whether the Barbar bu- 
ank Body Uſage of the Poor Epiſcopal Church in Scotland, may be call'a 
2 Perſecution, or a Treating it with Tenderneſi of Conſcience; and, whe- 


ther That does not give us a Fair Warning, that This is only 'a Model” of 0 


the Reformation we muſt Expect from them Here. As for the Cry of 
PO PER T, it has been always the Trumpet to All the Sedition and Re- 
bation, that ever Infeſted this Nation: It is the Party-Word, to Exa 

rate and Frigbren the Rabble with Groundleſs Fealoufter and Fears, againſt 
11 725 Church, which is the Only Bulwark, under GOD and 
Providence, againſt Popery in the World. Yet ſuch is the Intoxicating 
Tuflochce of Facflon ind Fehde, ir ſhall make Men Believe Contradi- 


Alen; or, which is, Worſe, Contradi# and Act againſt their Belief!” It 


Mall make em the moſt Slaviſh and Abandon'd Vaſſals to their tere 

and Party, to Preſerve and Promote which, they ſhall Root out the very 
Foundations and Principles of Truth and Hoxefty from their Natures, Can- 
cel the HitinQions of Good and Evil, ſtand indifferent to Dd Any Thing, 
Say Any Thing, and in a Ward, to Be Aby Thing, but What they Sh A 


Be. | Now 4s Theſe Prejudices argue a very Baſe and Diſhone# Mind, ſo | 


they muſt very Often Reſult, ref e 
., Sixthly from 8 Corruprion of Manners, and a Profligate Life. A 
Man ma) * withour doubt, 


much Debaxch his Soul, "ag his Body ; Bring as Fatal a Diſtemper on the 


One, as the Other; and as much Tmpair his Judgment, as Weaken his 
5 „ For all Vice does Naturally Obſcure and Pervert the Us- 
derftanding, which is Wailing to Comply with ſuch Principles as will Ju- 
Hife it's Actions. And when once Luft has Conquer'd the Conſcience, and 


it lies Stupify d and Drown'd in Seaſuality,the !nward- Man grows Callows, - 


Harden d againſt Remorſe, Proof againſt Advice, or Rebuke, and De- 


ſerted by the Good Spirit of God, and given up to the Bondage of his 


C4 


* 


* 


„ 


by many Long, and Habitus! Acts of Sin, as 
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own Paſſions, and the Dominion of the . This is that Wretched 
and Deplorable State of Mind which the Holy-Ghoſt Sets out by thoſe 
Strong and Fearful Metaphors, of a Bramay Heart, as an Adamant harder 
than Flint, a Conſcience Sear'd with a Red hot Iron, vols d Cg, 
© Reprobote Mind, and EvEpyelc TACVHE, the Efficacious Power of Er- 
ror, Thet Men ſhould Believe 8 Lye, and Rejoice in Inquity, having the 
Underſtanding Duri d, being Alienated from the Life of God, through the 
Ipnitance that" is n them,” auſe of the Blindneſ5, or Hardneſs of their 
ert, are poſt Feeling, having given Themſelves over to Laſciviouſneſs, 
te wt all Unclehvineſs with Greedineſs; Epheſ, 4. 18, &c. Thal Vice 
may Deſtroy the Man long before bis Death, Bury bis Underſtanding be- 
fore his Body, Eclipſe his Reaſon, and Draw as it were an Egyptian Mid- 
night upon his Soul. Aud when once the Underſtanding is thus Suborn'd 
by the Will, no wonder that it becomes the Ecebo of its Dictates and Com- 
mands. Men may well be Suppos'd to Think according to their Sertled 
Praclite, and their Lives and Principles to hold a Correſpondene. 
Thus I have Trac'd our Prejudices up to their moſt Conſiderable Cau- 
ſes, and have Shewn how they Derive their Original from the Deprava- 
tion of our Corrupted Nature, and are Woven into the very Body of our 
Conſtitutjon; that they Spring from the Diſorder of the Imagination, and 
the Irregular Motion of our Paſſions; that they are made up ef Pride, 
Ambition, and Self. conceit; Envy , Hatred, and jealouſy; Raſhneis, 
Turbulency; and Choler ; Spleen, Moroſeneſs, and Enthuſiaſm; Revenge, 
Luft, and Ill Nature, Imprinted upon the Mind by a wrong ' Education © 

and Cuftoine ; -Grounded on Ignorance,” Affectation, and Singularity ; Im- 
prov'd by the Tempting Incentives ot Ill Converſation ; Fuftify'd by Au- 

| thority and Example; Propagated by Intereſt and Party, and Eſtabliſb d 
4 by Inimorality and Debauchery. Such a Malignant Compoſition of tha 
4 moſt Venemous Ingredients, as are enough to Raiſe a Plague among Man- 
N. Rind; and were not God Inſinitely Merciful, Uupeople the World! Where 
in it bears fo Abſolute a Sway, that it ſeems to be the General Informing 

4 Priniciple which Actuates, Enlivens and Inclines all our Paſſions, Appe- 
 tites; Deliberarions, and Actions. | 
his, T'Preſame, I have in ſome Meaſure Prov'd : But will crave Leave 
to Muſtrate it @ little farther from the Laſt Conſideration : Namely, the 


i} Miſchief chat Prejudice produces: © » 

: | I. Firſt, in che Conduct of Hwwen Life and Converſation, 
 \M . Secondly, in the Adminiſtration of Feftice. 
3. "Thirdly, in the Corruption of Religion. 5 


1. And Firſt as to the lll Conſequences it has upon the Conduct of Hu- 
man Life aud Conver ation: Which will Appear a Double Way, Both 
| with Regard to Our Selves and Others, in that it Hinders a Man from 
* ever Arriving at a Juſt Knowledge of Either; and therefore, as He can 
never be ſufficiently Hambl'd for his Own Infirmities, ſo on the Other 
Hand, He can never have a True Value, or Efteem, for the Virtues ot 
his Neighbour, For when We are 1 wich Odd Fagtaſtical No- 
— 8 ? | tions, 


0 N . . cis). Sk at. 1 | * | 
tions, We put 1 Cheat upon our Selves, and Tmpoſe Lye upon our own 
Underſtandings; aud Induftriouſly Avoiding ro Examiognd Look into our 
Inward Circumſtances, Hide our Wi fes, as much from our own View, 
as Others Diſcovery. Hence We grow Wiſe in our own Conceits, and be- 
come Poſitive,. Peeviſh, and Aſſuming; Uneaſy, nog. only to out Selves, 
but to all thoſe We Converſe with: For, having Extinguiſh'd the Light 
of our own Reaſon, We endeayour to Put out the Eyes of our ren 
and Sawcily Obtrode our Dogwatical Thoughts upon cvery Body z 28 
We had the Commiſſion to Broach New Schemes of Philoſephy, and tha 4 
Preroghtivve of Preſcribing Faith to the World. Thi is. fo wrerchedly. 
Forlorn 2 Condition, that it renders Us Incapable. of ever Reforming aur 
Errors; for We Expect tho ſame Baſe Flattery from Mankind, that 55 
give to our Selves ; and Pride ſo Hardens Us againſt all wholeſome Ad. 
vice, that We ſcora to Rective it from eur Friends, mach leſs: will We 
Cendeſcend to Learn any thing from our Enemies; and We had rather 
with Abab Loſe our very Lives, than Liſten. to a Migaiab, Propheſying 
Evil concerning Us | Thus as Prejudice Cramps, and Streightens the Mind, 
and renders Us Short-fighted, and Ignorant of our Sclvcs, ſo does it no 
les Obſtruct Us, in Forming aJaſt Senſe, and Eſteem of Other Mens In: 
trinſick Worth, and Characters. For, let any One have an - Averfaen. te 
his Neighbour, tho' never ſo Greundleſs and Trifling, how will chis Talip 
his Merit; and Prevent. his Treating Him, not only with Candour, but 
even with Common Deceney and Humanity! How difficultly will He be 
Brought to Allow any Perfection in Him; and ſhou'd He afterwaxds have 
the Happineſs of a nearer. Acceſs and Acquaintance, to ſhew Him the &xyror 
and Folly of his Prejudice, How hardly will He be Conſtrain d to Forget. 
and Wear it off! And (as there's Nothing ſo. Aukward, and Contemptible, 
as Pride reduc'd to Schame) with what Haug hty Confuſron will he be Com · 
pell d to Conſeſs it, tho He is Inwardly never ſo much Convinc d of hi 
Miſtake! On the Contrary, let a Man be but Prepoſſeſs d in Favour. 
Another, his Judgment ſtands Brib'd, and Ret ain d, having bis Perſon in 
Aadmiration becauſe of Advantage. He Views every, Thing Magnify d in 
his Reputation, and like a Fond Lo vor, will Adore even ity ;. In- 
juring his very Friend wit a Fulſom Commendat ion of thoſe Firrues.hetbas 
Net, and ſo Awakening. the Malice and Jealouſy of his Euemies to Pry, into, 
and Diſcover the Real Faults he has; which he is farc'd not only 1 Diſk 23 
for, but even to Juſtify, and to Proſtitute his own Credit, in Vindication _ 
of Another's. It may further be Obſerv'd, that according as any Man is 
Engag'd in a Party, or Profeſſion, or lies under ſuch Particular Circym- 
ſtances in his Life and Character, he (hall be More, or Leſs Obnoxious to 
the Inſulrs of his Adverſaries, or Entitłd to the Partial Favour of his 
Frienas..' What is it elſe that Suppreſſes Learning and Virtue, and Raiſes 
ſome Men Unaccountably to Dignitie and Preferments, and Draws em up 
like Fortunate Exhalations, to Blaze in the Firmament of the Church and 
State, and oftentimes Portend the Diſturbance and Downfal of Both? Such 


is the Spight, and Malige of Men of Different Imploymeats, that den 
2 | ne 
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one is hy Fortune, or Providence, caſt upon a Profeſſion, he muſt not ex- 
a Fair Treatment from thoſe of Another, eſpecially if Attended with 
and Grandeur. And vhoever in the fame Profeflion Ariſes to a 
Diſtinguiſhing Excelence, muſt permit all thoſe Below bim to View him 
wich Regret, and an Evil Eye, and to Envy, and Calumniate ghoſe Tran- 
ſcendent Virtues they cannot Reach; which ſeem as much to Leſſen and 
Reproach Them, as they Exale Hu Due Praiſe and Glory. And ſuch is the 
Mis fortune, and Diſcouraging Curſe of True Merit, that tho? it be never 
ſo Conſpicuous and Shining, if it wants the Recommendation and Aſſiſtance 
- of a Party, it may for ever ly Neglected, Unrewarded, and Bury d in a 
. > Modeſt and Humble Poverty. Whilſt Vice and Ignorance Domineer and 
Tora it in Wealth and Title, That like the Poor Man in Eceleſaſticuus, 
ſhall ſcarce be Promoted to the Loweſt Place in That Cicy which he ſav d 
by bus Wiſdom, becawſe he.is Poor, I ſhall mention but One more Inſtance 
of the Malignity of Prejudice, which 'ris not eaſy to Judge, Whether ir 
proceeds from the moſt Ridiculous Folly, or = Daring Wickedneſs, as 
being in One Single AR a Breach of all the Laws of God, Nature, and Na- 
tions, I mean-thoſe Impious, as well as Miſtaken, Notions, Gentlemen 
Maintain of Honor in DueZing, whereby they Superſede all the Authprity 
of Government, as if That was not a ſufficient Guard for Right and Re- 
. Putation, wreſt the Sword of Juſtice inte their Own Hands, Uſurping the 
1 Vengeance due only to That and GO D, Palliating Murder under the Pre- 
| tence of Bravery, and Ceol-Bloodſhed under Equity and Satisfaction · | 
12. Bur, Secondly, the Ill Effects of Prejudice are no leſs Pernicious in 
| the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. For here it Confounds Right and Wrong, 
p ' Annuls Property, Sets Fraud and Oppreſſion, Extortion and Violence, * 
bove Innocence and Honeſty ; Makes a Court of Fudicature, an Aſylum of 


@ Judge, cho' Upright and E- 


_ gvigable in Himſelf. cannor Frexent all unjuſt Partialityin Others. Tis 


* 
* " 
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- known, that in Our Own Con MF: ) is Reſtrain d and Regulated by 
the Evidence before him; and muſt Give Sexrence according to the Force 
of rhe Proofs, and Mlegations laid down. And tho his Integrity is never 
ſo Clear, his Sagacity never ſo Penetrating, yet the Truth may, in Deſpight 
of Both, be Perverted, if 2 Malicious Acecufer will Suggeſt any. Sly Fal- 
ſhood, or an Impudent and Perjur'd Witneſs will Swear any Thing; or a 
Crafty and Inſinuating Pleader will caſt a Falfe Gloſs upon any Cauſe, bo- 
fore an Iguorant, Credulous, or Pack'd Jury. Bribery and Party Revenge 
will Over. turn Juſtice, Acquit Guilt, and Condem Innocence, notwith- 
ſtanding all Care and Circumſpection. 1 
If in any Point our Excellent Laws may ſeem to be DefeFive, it may 
be Suppos d to be in a Sufficient Proviſion againſt Perjury.” For how man 
Courts furniſh Us with Frequent Inftances of Suborn'd Witneſſes, That will 
; Defy both God and their Conſcience ; who are bereft of all Senſe of Shame, 
Religion, or Fear, and will be Hir d tor a Little Money, eſpecially if to 
Serve their own Malignant Faction, to Swallow any Oath chat can be In- 
| wented ! And yer (which is à very Melancholy Reflection) our Forrunes, 
characters, Eftates and Lives, muſt Ly at the Mercy of theſe Curſed Mi- 
creants, who may Ruin the Beſt and Greateſt Man in the Nation with the 
Little Hazard of the Puniſhment, and Scandal of the Pillory. Under Fa- 
vour, There is not the Leaft Proportion betwit that Penali. which Im- 
pudent and Owver-Grown Offenders have Learnt to Deſpiſe, and the Prodi- | 
gious Sin, and Irreparable Injury and Miſchief that Attends it. No Man's 
Life, or Reputation, are Secure from the Inſolent Attempts of theſe Inſs- 
| fiable, Mercenary, Blood Hound:, whom the Hebrew Law of Retaliation 
can alone Reſtrain. Wherein it was Enacted by GO D, That if A Folſe 
Witneſs roſe up againſt any Man, to Teftify againſt Him, that which was 
wroxg, that it ſhould be done unto Him as He Thought to have done unte 
His Brother ; that the Judge's Eye ſhould not Pity, but Life go for Life, 
Eye for Eye, Tooth for Tooth, Hand for Hand, Foot for Foot. Deut. 19. 16,&c. 
I hall nor Preſume to Direct my Swperiors, but with Submiſſion, in this 
Perlous Caſe, there cannot be too much Equity ſhewn ; it may ſeem here 
Highly Expedient to Temper the Rigor and Letter of the Lam; All Cir- 
curflances ought Sedarely to be Ponder'd, and the Whole Courſe and Tenor 
of a Man's Life and Character, otberwile Irreprebenfible, ſet in Oppoli- 
tion, to Counterballance the Suſpicious Evidence given in of One Single 
Action. If ever a Becoming Mercy may be Allow d to Seften Juſtice, in 
this Caſe it may be Requiſite and Praiſe-worthy ; Wherein, not only che 
Sacred Dignity of a Whale Order is concern d, but every Man's Repura- 
rion, Dear as his Life, * may be as Equally Struck at, as Malicionſly Taken 
| away. Otberwiſe, notwithſtanding the Admirable Contrivance of Our 
Laws, and the Uprightneſs of rhoſe that Adminiſter Juſtice, the very Law | 
ir falf (I Dread to ſpeak it!) may prove Unfortunately almoſt an Ins- 
witable Snare : and Secret Artifice, Infidious Virulence,” and Deep - work - 
ing Revenge, drive out that Old Engliſh Hitegrity , and Sincerity,' for 
which: We have been ever ſo Juſtly Retiown'd, © But to Detain Tou ns 


| © __ 'ongex 


() 


this Lemenrable Caſe, againſt which ir may 8 F 


longer with a Digrefſion upon 
be Wiſh'd Our Wiſe Legiſtavors will provide. 
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I intreat Your Patience, Laſtly, To ſhey the 
of Prejudice in Religion, And truly. Here the Malady ſeems ſo Inveterate, 
that the Patient gives Himſelf over, and Nauſcites and Deſpiſes both his 
Remedy, and Phyſician. When Men have Rals'd for Themſelves, New - 
and Anomaloas Plans of Religion, Suitable to their Inclinations, and A- 
cable to their Lives, they will We the Word of God to Defend their 

wn Inventions, rather than Relinquiſh "em, And tis very ſtrange, con- 
fidering the Plainneſs and Perfpicuity of the Holy Scriprares, that there 
were never ſince the Foundation of Chriſtianity, any Falſe Doctrises, He- 
reſies or Schi ns, Broach d or Propagated in the Word, tho" never ſo Ex- 
trevagant, Shocking, re Inconſiſtent with each other, but have Equally 
uud their Claim to the Inſpir'd Writings for their Juſtification z/ and fer 
| wow Goſpel, as the Univerſal Standard of their Truth and Authority, 
is was the Fraudulent Stratagem of the Grand Founder, and Father of 


— 


| All Falſtosd, the Devil, who thought himſelf Secure of Betraying the 
| Very Sox of God with Its Delufion ; and by which the Socinians, who Copy 

ſo perfectly after Their Maſter, endeavour to Diſprove His Divinity.” And 
what Abſurdity can be ever ſo Nonſenfical, and Flagitious, that Men's 
Prejudices cannot enable em to Swallow; when through Theſe; they ſhall 
Dare to Counterfeit G O D's Commiſſion, to Blaſpheme His Holy 1nſpira- 
tions, to Impeach the Divine Veracity of Contradiction, ro Arraign the 
God of Truth for Falſbood, and to Bring Omniſcience to Seal to the Forgery 
of a Lye ? For what elſe can all that Multitude of Opinions, that Diſtin- 
guiſhes the ſeveral Claſſes, Seffs, Diviſions, and Sub Diviſions of Pre- 
tended Chriſtians and Churches in the World be Call'd ? Which are Drawn 
like ſo many Lines from a Center, all Uniting in the Same Point, yet Se- 
parated and Widening from each Other. Some dra; Religion in Spe- 
culation and Myſtical Yifiow, Others in Meer External Pomp, and Pro- 
feſſion, and not a Few in a Bold, Conceited, Ignorant Confidence-and Pre- 

_ ſumption. One Exalting Morality above the Goſpel, Another Intirely 
Excluding it. This Repreſenting Chriſtianity, as a commodious and Gen- 
teel Ioftirution, and Complying with our Appetites and Pleaſures; and 
Another as a Sharp, Rigid, and Melancholy Diſcipline, wholly Incom- 
patible with Human Life, This, by Indulging Men in Vice, making them 
Libertines and Arheifts, That, by Setting up an Impracticable Virtue, 
NQuietiſts, and Enthuſiaſts, Here We find a People holding Variety of 
Sacraments and Orders, There Others utterly Denying Both,” Some Pre- 
. tending the Pope as a Supream Judge of their Faith, Another Setting Tra- 
dition, and Councels above Him; And a Third Sort for Reſting in the Sog- 
1 of a Private Spirit, And all in their Way Aſſuming à Kind of 
fallibility 3 as if Truth Chang'd its Form and Appearance according ro 
the Difference of Men's Humours, or Climates. And truly he that Reads 
their Hiſtories and Controverſies, will find ſcarce any Thing Ele, bur a 
Party- Prejudice Running through them all. Thus etery Sect᷑ has its = 
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ticulay Prejudice, which Governs their Reaſon, and Religion; It can wake 


a ew Crucify his King and Seawiour ; a Mahemetan, aid Socinian, Un- 


Cod him; 4 Papiſt Devour bim ; 2 Lutheran hold à Yertual and Real, 


and yet a Local Preſence of Chri/i's Body in the Holy Euchariſt; a Cal- 


winiſt believe GOD from all Eternity, to Reprobate the whole World, 


| but Himſelf and his Brethren ; and an Engly/b Fanatick ( the Greateſt 
Monſter of em all!) in a Serdid Imitation of Him, Rend the Church 
into Schiſm and Diſtraction, and Anemathize Biſhops, to ſer up Lay Elder: 
and Occaſional Conformiſfts, Thys Fatally does Prejudice Miſlead Men 
into the moſt Damnable Hereſy and fidelity 4 For Errors in Judgment 
will be found to Endanger our Salvation, as much as Zrrors in Practice; 
and tis ſcarce Poſſible, there ſhould be One without the Other, And This 
St. Paul has given Us a Lively Example of in Himſelf, Who with an Er- 
ronenus and Prejudic'd Conſcience, as a Strict and Malignant Jew, might 
have Fbrfeited the Benefit of his Perſecuted Savioar's Sufferings, had not 
bis Ss uisur Himſelf, by a Miraculous Mercy, Interpos d far his Converſion, 
Now, What an Infinite and Invaluable Bleſſing do We Enjoy; Who, b 

GOD's Preventing Grace, are Baptix d, and. Educated in a Church 

whoſe Primitive Creeds, Orthodox Articles, and Charitable Diſcipline 


are the moſt Efficacious Means, either to Auticipate, or Eradicate, all 


- theſe Prejudices! A Church, which if G O D, in his utmoſt Wrath, ſhould 
permit its Enemies to Subvert, We may Juſtly Conclude, that the Great 
Day of Final Retribution.is Drawing near; and that Men's Sins and Pre- 
judices are Ripe for Divine Judgment, and Call down Vengeance upon 
that Wicked Earth, in which Scarce any True Faith ſhall be Found ! 

To Conclude, Next to a Firm Adhelion to, and Unſhaken Perſeverance 
in, the DoQrine of This BEST ot CHURCHES, which ao Seducing 

Prejudice can Pervert; no Phanatick Enthufiaſm Corrupt ; no Superſti- 


tious Abomination Defile z and whoſe only Stain and Reproach are thoſe 


Double Apoftates, that Trim and P ryvaricate with Her Communion, 
which muſt End in Her Diſſolution: If any among Us, notwithſtanding 
Her Excellent Rules to Prevent it, are Miſled with Prejudice, as even the 
| Beit of Men may be Obnoxious to it, let Us Nicely and Diligently Exa- 
mine into the Nature, and Grounds of our moſt Holy Religion; which 
Conſiſts, not ſo much in a Laborious Search of Learning, and an Accurate 
Skill in Diſtioguiſhing the Subtle Sophiſtry of Controverſy, as in what 
the Scripture calls a Reſign'd and Ready Will to Believe and Obey, where- 


| by We ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God; by an Honeſt 
Mind, and a Pure and Humble Heart, holding the Myſtery of Faith in a 


| Good Conſcience ; which if We put away, We ſhall certainly ſuffer Ship- 
wyack in the Dubious Courſe of Our Salvation. Let Us Labour. ſo to 
Conquer Our Paſſions, and particularly That Great Leaves of Pride, that 
Ferments them, that We may attain to that Habit and Perfection the 


poſtles: Deſcribes, of having Our Reaſon and Senſes Exercis d to 4 wi | 


both Good and Evil. Let Us Weigh, Meaſure, and-Cempare One Prin- 
ele with Another, and never Preſoms to Settle any Thing as a Principle 
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(23). 
in Our Minds, e Authority, and Convifion of Keaſon, and 
Revelation, the only ſure Foundation We can Build u And to make 
| theſe Our Endeavours Succeſsful, We muſt have u c ne Application. ro 
the Throne of. Grace, for the Divine Aſſiſtance, to Supply the Defects of 
Our Natore, by the Gifts and Efficacious-Succours of the Bleſſod Spinit of 
Trusb, to CondaQ Our Wandring Steps through this Dark Yale. of 'Six 
ond Miſery, and to Ln Ur into that nnn. yarn. no: "FEE 
ever Seduce, or Divert U. 
Tiſos far it lies in Every One's Power'to Correa, or Sabo his ov 
rs, this is every Man's particular Care, and Private Province; to 
Amend what may Reſpect his Own Life. © But thoſe Publick Confer of - 
Prejudice, which Affect the Body Politick, and Strike at the National In- 
tereſt and Safery, call for the Aſfiſtance of the Magi ſtruto, and the (Power, 
and Execution of the Law, upon which They ar ſuch an Open Vials- 
tion and Reproach, * tf ©» | 
Amongſt which we — 42 out, as the mod Notorious; Thoſe 1. 
e Seminariei, that are Planted up and down in Several Parts of This 
m, as 'rwere {6 Many — Univerſeties, Set up in Opro- 
firion agaiaſt the ESTABLISH'D-CHURCH, and Theſe' Roys? 
DNuntaius of Its Learning, for the Education of Youth in all the Poyſnous 
Principles of Fengticifm and Fofion ; and to Debauch Them with the 
Corrupted Maxim of NA vbich in Our Conſtitotion has, and 
muſt for ever end in Anarthy, and Confuſion. And is it not therefore 
High Time for the Law to take Cognizance of Such a Growing Msſchief, 
whieh-if Suffer d to go on with Connivance and Impunity, will Gradually | 
gather Streogth, Riſe into Corperasions, and Societies of Schiſm, to Pro- 
a Generation of Vipers, chat will Eat through che very Bowels na 

Perpetuate Their Diſſenſion to Poſterity ß 

[It is toe Notorious, how Liberal the Enemies of Our Church and Stats 
have been, in Contributing to Maintain and Support Them; well Knew. 
ing, that They muſt Inevirably End in the Ruin of Our Menarchical, and 
Ep:copol Government. This is a Sufficient Argument, how Lisrte The 
2 and how Much They will Abuſe, Any indulgence that ia — 1 
Them But Theſe are ſuch Sort of ACADEMICAL CONVENTICLES, 
as They never yet Had (and We Hope in Sog never will, Here] Any 
TOLERATION for! Were it only and Infringement upon the 
Rights and Privileges of Thu Place, Granted, Continued, Confirm d, 
and Deliver'd down to It by the Indiſputad Authority, and Various APs 
of Kings, Queens, and Parliaments, it might be a very Juſtifiable Cauſe 
of Complaint, for the Redreſs of ſuch an loſupporrable Grievance. ' But 
This is a Tranſgreſſion of a Much Higher Nature, tis no leſs than an U- 
jon of the Prereg ative of the Crown ( which Our Wiſe Senate has 
Declar'd ſo Sacred and Þrviolable ) and which, if nor ſpeedily Prevented, 
will in Time Pluck it from Our Prince's Head, Upon which it can never 
Reſt Safe, or Secure, but as tis Upheld by the Principles and Doctines of 
the CHURCH OP ENGLAN D, as Diſtinguiſh'd from All Other 
Reform's * ws 5 8 Doubt · 
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$editions Libels , which are etery 2 againſt , Monorchy , 20d 
the £fabliſhd Hierarchy, and Religion, to the Encouragement. of ice, 
"rhe Deftruftion of Prery, and the Scandal and -Excirpation 
Natives, nod Gouermpens, | What. Church, ee in che An 
Patiently Eadæe to See it Self thut Prouphingly Afron 
the Memory of the B 1.85 E D . ee 


Dr 


. 2 Wich Nee, >. pain now every 
4 Publiſh d, of That Nr both out of the Preſi (and, wits 


dent Burleſquing the Diſinal Murder of HER ROYAL; GRAND> 
F'A THE Ry; but to Pfepare the Nation to Ad over! the Same Bloody 


Reſolution,; what Ardent Affection, Ought We to in the Defence. of 
the 1 N of be Trae W vhich is thus Openly At. 
Theſe are ſuc 


of a Falſe Religion to be Prefan d, What. Holy lad. — what Zealens 


2 if not Prevented b 
fuch Enormous and nd yr d 2157 02. bd 21h) 42 ban Xt 
- ». Conſider therefore, 1M Y.L O.R DS, Tou that are the Minifters 
God; and Bear not the Smard in Vain, that Tou arg Appen 
| wengers 70 Execute Weath v. Theſe that do Evil. Thus You may wet 


_ the Judgments We have. juſt Cauſe to Fear, and. Bring down a Blethog 
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Eternal Diſgrace!) out of the very Pulpir ;- together wich the Impur 
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